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ANNUAL REPORTS 


—OF THE— 


SELECTMEN, [REASURER 


Fab ie eae 


BOARD OF EDUCATION 


—OF THE— 


mevvIN OF HUDSON, 


aH ERO Np h EY De 


YEAR ENDING MARCH ist, 1886. 


eas UA oN eee 


BARKER & BEAN, STEAM POWER BOOK AND JOB PRINTERS. 


1886. 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1886. 


TAXES ASSESSED IN APRIL, 1885. 


Total amount assessed and com- 
mitted to Benjamin A. Merrill, 
collector, State, County, Town, 
School and non-resident high- 


way tax, $5,576 49 
District property tax, 7,536 87 
Dog tax, 86 00 
———— $13,199 36 
District property remittance, 7,194 02 
Total amount to collect, $6,005 34 
Total amount collected, interest 
not included, $5,242 76 
Total amount uncollected, 762 58 


$6,005 34 
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RECEIPTS BY THE SELECTMEN. 


Received of County of Hillsbo- 
rough for the support 

of county paupers, $196 
of state treasurer, in- 

surance tax for 1885, 9 

railroad tax for 1885, 238 

savings bank tax,1885, 1,479 

literary fund tax, 1885, 128 


25 


00 
94 
14 
71 
20 
70 


00 


= S276) 94 


bounty on woodchucks, , 22 
for old bridge plank, 53 

of S. A. Greeley for 
Cutter house, 35 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Paid state tax, $1,368 
county tax, © 995 


00 
89 


SCHOOL MONEY. 


Paid Kimball Webster, chairman 
board of education, $1,520 


71 


$2,363 89 


or 


INTEREST ON NOTES. 


Paid Persis A. Merrill, 
Rebecca E. Newcomb, 
George T. Gowing, 
Daniel T. Gage, 
Austin Blodgett, 
Emeline S$. Cummings, 
Louisa M. Marsh, 
Martha W. Marsh, 
Amory Burnham, 
Mary Steele, 


$50 
34 


00 
OO 
00 
00 
OO 
00 


$373 50 


NOTES AND PARTS OF NOTES. 


Paid Persis A. Merrill,partof note, 
C. H. Newcomb, ‘‘ 6¢ 
Geo. T. Gowing, ‘ 66 
Manict 1. Gage, ‘* uh 
Austin Blodgett, ‘* 66 
Amory Burnham, ‘‘ 6 
Amos Winn for payment of 

town note and interest to 
March 24, 1885, 


Martha W. Marsh, part of 


note, 
Mary Steele, paym’t of note, 


$250 
150 
150 
150 
150 
450 


1,505 


58 
500 


OO 
OO 
OO 
00 
00 
00 


00 


61 
00 


——— $3,363 61 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


> 


PaidJohn Kelley, breaking roads 


in 1884-5, “Ve Soa 
J. E. & O. O. Armstrong, 

breaking roads in 1884-5, 4 50 
Simon A. Senter, labor on 

highway in 1884-5, Lilo 
5S. D. Greeley, labor on high- 

way, winter of 1885-4-5, | py cs | 
Ina Templeton, labor on | | 

highway in 1884-5, LZ Are 
T. D. Melvin,breaking roads 

in 1885, 6912 
Tyler Thomas, labor on high- 

way in 1884-5, 14 63 
Timothy Donohoe, beauigtan 

roads in 1884-5, 4°70 


Sydney P. Gowing, labor on 
road machine with team 
12 days, 108 00 
F. D. Cook & Co., bridge ae 
plank for highway in Dist. 


No. 3, 8 03 
Sydney P. Gowing, labor on 

road machine with team, 337 50 
Nelson Smith, labor on high- 7 

way, in 1884-5, Ti 3h 
Robert Groves, labor on high- 

way, 1884-5, 5 64 


Chas. W. Spalding, do., 6 70 
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Paid Elijah Richardson, labor on 
highway, 1884-5, 1 47 
Silas T. Steele, for stringers 
and repairing bridge Dist. 


ys ales Tot 
Rufus Winn, putting up rail- 

ing near John Gillis’, 75 
Henry Butler, labor on high- 

way in 1885, | 18 00 


Geo. P. Gilbert, labor with 
team on road machine four 


days, 16 00 
S. D. Greeley,labor on high- 
way in 1885, 28 92 


Silas T. Steele, bridge string- 
ers and Jabor on highway 


in 1885, 8 81 
J. F. Burnett, labor with team 

on road machine, 15 00 
George P. Gilbert, labor on 

highway in 1885, 16 90 
Samuel R. Simpson, do., TES 
Geo. H. Davis, do., D225 


Simon A. Senter, labor and 
cash paid for repairing high- 


way near J. Barrett’s, 89 24 

~ Wm.P.Annis,breaking roads 
in 1883-4, 14 15 

A. S. Andrews, labor with 
team on road machine, 10 00 


Simon A. Senter, labor on 
highway in 1885, 3 50 


Paid F. D. Cook & Co., plank for 

Taylor’s Falls Bridge, 

C, H. Nutt, spikes for Tay- 
lor’s Falls Bridge, _ 

James B Merrill, labor and 
cash paid for planking 
Taylor’s Falls Bridge, - 

W.G.Butler,plank for bridge, 

Samuel Morrison, labor on 
highway in 1885, 

Rufus E. Winn, plank for 
bridge, 

F. D. Cook & Co., plank for 
Taylor’s Falls Bridge, 

James B. Merrill, snowing 
abridge: 

James B. Merrill, labor and 
cash paid for repairing T. 
F. Bridge, 


338 O1 


21 60 


$1,242 95 


SUPPORT OF POOR OF THE TOWN. 


Paid Andrew J. Smith, for board 
and clothing of Daniel P. 
Corliss one year to Feb’y 
27, 1886, 

County of Hillsborough for 
support-of Geo. A. Smith 
from Sept.15,1884 to Sept. 

(15, 1885, 


$263 83 


78 43 


+ 


| 


Paid County of Hillsborough for 
relief of Lima Burns from 
Noy. 5, 1884, to Sept. 15, 


1885, $37 00 
Rufus K. Griffin, for relief of 

Mrs. Joseph Nichols, 6 87 
James B. Merrill, for relief of 

Mrs. Joseph Nichols, 32 00 
Peter Poff, for board of Mrs. 

Wm. Kelley 7 weeks, 21 OO 


George H. Wilson, relief of 
_ Mrs. Wm. Kelley to Mar. 

1, 1886, 27 00 
Geo. G. Andrews, relief of 

Wm. C. Chase, from Feb. 

1, 1886, to Feb. 22, 1886, 18 50 
Wm. H. Taylor, support of 

Wm. Miller, one year to 

Wear; 151885, 104 00 
Wm. H. Taylor, board of 

Wm. Miller from Mar. 1, 


1885, to Apr. 14, 1885, 13 00 
Dr. H. L. Smith, for medical 
attendance on Wm. Miller, a OU 


ee ea EAA, BB 


SUPPORT OF COUNTY PAUPERS. 


Paid Mark Batchelder, for board 
of Sarah Doyle from Feb. 
1, 1885, to Feb. 28, 1886, $84 00 
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Paid James B. Merrill, for relief 
of James Corliss from Feb. 
25, 1885, to Sept. 9, 1885, $42 60 
James B. Merrill, for: relief 
of Mrs. James Corliss from 
Sept. 9, 1885, to Feb. 24, 
1886, De 36 00 
Geo. G. Andrews, for relief 
of Mrs. Belle Martin from 
Dec. 28, 1885, to. March 


1, 1886, 51 00 
D. O. Smith, medical attend- ; 
ance upon James Corliss, 6 00 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Paid James B. Merrill, services as 


town clerk, $25 00 
James B. Merrill, services as 

town treasurer, 25 00 
Kimball Webster, services of 

board of education, 60 OO 


James F. Wilson, services as 
selectman and overseer of the 
poor, 90 00 
Daniel A. Colburn, services as 
selectman and overseer of 
the poor, 65 00 


$219 00 
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Paid Geo. G. Andrews, services as 
selectman and overseer of 
poor, | $55 00 
James F. Wilson, services ad- 
justing district property tax, 41 00 
Daniel A. Colburn,services ad- 
_ justing district property tax, 15 00 
Geo. G. Andrews, services ad- | 
justing district property tax, 25 00 
Benjamin A. Merrill, part pay- 
ment for collecting taxes in 


1885, 80 00 
so eee AST LOD 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 
PaidM. V. B. Greene, printing town 


reports for the year ending 


Feb. 28, 1885, $22 50 
Robert M. Wallace, for legal 
counsel, 5 00 


Elisha A. Martin,for land dam- 
age in widening highway 


near T. F. Bridge, 25 00 
Geo. G. Andrews,cash paid for 
burying dead animals, 2.415 


M. V. B. Greene, invoice, col- 

lectors and highway surveyor 

books, etc., 13 50 
Gilman Andrews, over-assess- 

ment in 1884, 2 10 


eae 


Paid G. W. Latham, for gravel and 


damage to bank, >» $6 25 
F. L. Barnes, for painting and . 

lettering guide boards, 7 00 
A. H. Kimball, for plate and f 

castings for road machine, 9 00 


J. F. Wilson, expense to Mil- 


ford moving road machine, 


stationery, etc.. 2 75 
J. F. Wilson, bounty on 198 

woodchucks, . 19 80 
Sidney P. Gowing, for repairs 

on road machine, 2 30 
Cummings Bros., for repairing _ 

road machine, . 75 
MecMillian Bros., for repairing 

road machine, 13 36 


Samuel Chase, for damage to 
wagon by defective highway, 13 60 
L. W. Prescott, for damage to 
horse and carriage received 


by defective highway, 50 00 
J. Emerson,for injuries received - 
by defective highway, - “AD KQG 


J. F. Wilson for labor and cash 

paid in-putting up guideb’ds, 7 80 
J. F. Wilson, expenses to Con- 

cord to settle with state treas., 200i 
J. F. Wilson, for cash paid for 

making appraisal of S. D. 

property, 11 00 


ae 3 R : 
ee 1 


Moses Davis, services as sexton 
_ . with hearse at 11 funerals, 
a6 F. Wilson,bounty on twenty- 
four woodchucks, 
PB. A. Merrill, remitting school 
BE district property tax, 
Seeeeemesnua Iron & Steel Co., for. 
two steel plates for road ma- 
chine, | 
John M. Hopkins, insurance, 
school buildings in Dists. 2, 
eee ae and.9, 
__-‘Tolford D. Melvin, damage to 
horse and carriage caused 
by obstructed highway, 
«Geo. G. Andrews, cash paid for 
repairing lamps, for town 
Ba. house, 
J. F. Wilson, cash paid for mak- 
_. ing examination of J. Cheever, 
_ Martha A. Dane, for public 
__-watering trough to March 1, 
me 1886, / 
Charles W. Spalding for pub- 
lic watering trough to March 
et 1836, 
ieAiden Hills, for public water- 
ey ing trough to March 1, 1886, 
A. & H.C. Robinson, for pub- 


aS lic watering trough to Mar. 
eee t, 18805-~~ 


$44 


53 


15 


40 


00 


00— 


00 


00 


00 


00 


=a 
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PaidJ. E. & O. O. Armstrong, for 

public watering trough to 
March 1, 1886, $3 00 

Rufus E. Winn, for public wa- 
tering trough to Mar. 1, 1886, 3 00 

D. O. Smith, public watering 
trough to March 1, 1886, ~ 4 00 

Geo. B. French, for advice with 

selectmen, board of educa- 


tion and collector, 20 LG 
Kimball Webster, for survey- 

ing and making writings, 2 00 
Robert Stewart, borrowed mon- 

ey, 200 00 
J. B. Merrill, for repairing road 

machine, aa 
J. F. Pollard, in settlement for 

gravel bank, _15 00 
J. F. Wilson, blanks, stationery, 

postage, etc., 2 00 

_B. A. Merrill, non resident 

highway tax receipts, 4 60 
D. O. Smith, returning births 

and deaths, 4 00 


Benjamin A. Merrill, abatement 
of tax lists of 1883 and 1884, 27 47 
ea 


RECAPITULATION. 


Paidstate and county tax, $2,363 89 
school money, 1,525 71 
interest on notes, ato, DU 
notes and parts of notes, 3,363 61 
highways and bridges, 1,242 95 
support and relief of town pau- 

pers, 604 63 
support and relief of county 
paupers, 219 00 
town officers, 481 00 
incidental expenses, 686 43 
damage by dogs to domestic 
animals, 52 65 
SEO Lan De 


OUTSTANDING ORDERS PAID FOR 
DAMAGES TO DOMESTIC ANI- 
MALS BY DOGS. 


_ Jeremiah Heath, to sheep, $30 00 
Martha A. Dane, to fowls, ged) 
J. S. Winn, to sheep, 9 00 
Alden E. Cummings, to fowls, 5 40 


$52 65 
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LIABILITIES. 


3 DEMAND NOTES. 
Persis A. Merrill, $1,250 


Louisa M. Marsh, 800 
Martha W. Marsh, 7, 500 
Rebecca E. Newcomb, 850 
George T. Gowing, 850 
Daniel T. Gage, 850 
Austin Blodgett, 850 
Emeline S. Cummings, 400 
Amory Burnham, 2,550 


SCHOOL MONEY. 


School money remaining in the 
treasury and not appropriated, $241 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
— $8,900 00 


84 


DUE FOR SUPPORT OF COUNTY PAUPERS. 


Due the County of Hillsborough for 
the board of Geo. A. Smith from 
Sept. 15, 1885, to March 1, 1886, $35 
Due County of Hillsborough for the 
relief of Lima‘Burns from Sept. 
15, 1885, to Jan. 26, 1886, - 31 


78 


OO 


Total amount of liabilities ——_— Sosa 


i, a 
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ASSETS. 


Due from the County of Hillsboro’, 

for board of Mrs. James Corliss 

to Mar. 1, 1886, $35 78 
Due from the County of Hillsboro’, 

for board of Sarah Doyle to Mar. 

1, 1886, 35 78 
Due from the County of Hillsboro’, 

for boardof Mrs. Belle Martin to 


March 1, 1886, | 51.00 
Due from town of Londonderry for 

relief of Wm. C. Chase, 18 50 
Robert S. Stewart’s note, 205 76 


Due from estate of Wm. T. Merrill, 
collector for 1883-4, int. collected, 36 23 

Due on Benjamin A. Merrill’s list, 
collector for 1883-4, interest not 


included, 260 60 
Due on Benjamin A. Merrill’s list, 
collector for 1885, TO2e58 


Cash in treasury Mar. 1, 1886, 2,059: 99 
Total Assets, i $3,466 22 
Actual debt of the town, $5,742 40 


Decrease of the debt for the year 
ending Feb. 28, 1886, $981 96 
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INVENTORY AS RETURNED TO SECRBE- 
TARY OF STATE, MAY 1, 1885. 


NOT INCLUDED. 


REAL ESTATE 


Polls, 

Horses, 

Oxen, 

Cows, 

Other Neat Stock, 
Sheep, 

Hogs, 

Carriages, 

Stock in banks, 
Money at interest, 
Stock in trade, 
Mills, etc., 


Hudson, Feb. 27, 1886. 


/No. 
294 
268 

30 
614 
123 

95 

16 

D 


VALUE. 


$18,056 00 
1,962 00 
16,286 00 
2,324 00 
352 00 
132 00 
460 00 
18,800 00 
16,294 00 
7,244 00 
5,300 00 


J. F. WILSON, 
D. A. COLBURN, 
GEO. G. ANDREWS, 


Selectmen of Hudson. 


TREASURER’S REPORT, 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 28, 1886. 


To cash in treasury Mar. 1, 1885, $4,405 72 
Receivedof selectmen from the state 
treasurer : 
insurance tax, $9 00 
railroad tax, } 238 94 
savings bank tax, LA79 14 
literary fund, L2SCCE 
bounty on wild animals, yy AA 8 


a4 ST Sawa 


‘Received of the selectmen from the 


County of Hillsborough 

for relief of paupers, $196 25 
for old bridge plank sold, 53 70 
from S. A. Greeley, for 


Cutter house, 3d 00 
——— $284 95 
Received of Wm. T. Merrill, col- 
lector for 1883-4, 93230 
of Benjamin A. Merrill, 
collector for 1885, $5,458 00 
— $6,390 30 


— 


Total amount of receipts, $12,958 96 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 
Paid county tax, $995 89- 
state tax, 1,368 OO 
Mary A. Steele, note, 500 00 
interest on town notes, 373 50 
é — $3,237 39 
Paid Jeremiah Heath, 30 00 
Martha A. Dane, damage to 
domestic animals in 1884, 8 25 
— 38 2d 
Paid 129 orders drawn on the treas- 
urer by the selectmen for the 
year ending Feb. 28, 1886, 
amounting to 7,623 33 
Total disbursements, "  $10,898- 97 


Cash in treasury Mar. 1, 1886, $2,059 99 
JAMES B. MERRILL, 
TreEAs. Town or Huvson. 


We have this day examined the accounts of James B. 
Merrill, treasurer of the town of Hudson, and find them 
correctly cast and each payment properly vouched. 


J. F. WILSON, 
D. A. COLBURN, 
GEO. G. ANDREWS, . 
Selectmen of Hudson. 
Hudson, Feb. 27, 1886. 


Grae k Olah 


OF THE 


BOARD OF EDUCATION 


For the Year Ending March Ist, 1886. 


KIMBALL WEBSTER, Term Expires March, 1886. 
DAVID O. SMITH, Term Expires March, 1887. 
DANIEL GAGE, Term Expires March, 1888. 
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SCHOOL REPORT. 


Fellow Citizens :-— 

Whatever directs our attention to schools and the edu- 
cation of our children, evenifit be but an humble school 
report, is entitled to respectful consideration. 

It has been said that we have three great bulwarks of 
liberty, viz: schools, newspapers and the ballot-box, 
and that each should be made to subserve its legitimate 
purpose. ‘‘Make men intelligent and they become good 
citizens.” 

Ideas rule. The man of ideas and he who can leav- 
en the human mind with them is the master of men. 
Civilization in fact, is but the sum total of realized ideas. 
An excellent German Proverb teaches us to ‘‘Instruct 
the young, honor the old, consult the wise and bear with 
the foolish.”. 

The education of youth ever will be, as itever has been 
a subject, eminently calculated to awaken and interest 
every friend of good government and refinement, as it 
is the principal guarantee of liberty and social stability. 
A popular government without popular information or 
the means of acquiring it, is but a prologue to a farce 
or tragedy, or perhaps both. Knowledge will ever gov- 
ern ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own 


governors must arm themselves with the power which 
konwledge gives. If a nation expects to be ‘ignorant 
and free in a state of civilization, it expects what never 
was and never will be. Said Washington, ‘‘Know- 
ledge is in every country the surest basis of public 
happiness.” Said Jefferson, ‘*When the press is free 
and every man able to read intelligently, all is safe.” 
Said Webster, ‘‘Place the means of education within 
the reach of every man; andif they remain in ignorance, 
be it their own reproach.” Theparent who sends his son 
into the world uneducated, defrauds the community and 
bequeaths to it a nuisance. While we regard a general 
diffusion of knowledge as the precursor and protector 
of republican institutions, and in it we must confide 
as the conservative power that will watch over our 
liberties and guard them against fraud, intrigue, cor- 
ruption and violence; we must consider the system of 
our common schools as the palladium of our freedom ; 
for no reasonable apprehension can be entertained of 
its subversion so long as the great body of the people 
are enlightened by education. Hence, we should be 
willing and anxious to increase the funds, extend the 
benefits, remedy the defects and place the interest of 
the great question of public instruction far above all 
personal, petty, jealous or selfish antagonisms, and 
cultivate a spirit of conciliation and amicable unity. 
It is pleasant to be able to record the voluntary adop- 
tion of the ‘‘Town System,” prior to the enactment of 
the law rendering the same obligatory; thus proving 
that the intelligent voters of Hudson are in sympathy 
with and not behind the progress of the age at least in 
one respect. The fact must ever be recognized how- 


ever, that the best machine requires motive power and 
skillful workmen for its successful operation. 


We respectfully direct your attention to our - 
SCHOOL HOUSES. 


Eight houses have been used the present year for 
school purposes, and six of the number are in a tolerable 
condition and will not probably require much outlay for 
the present. 

Numbers three and five should be painted and receive 
some other comparatively inexpensive repairs. 

Keen discrimination and cool judgment may be re- 
quired to properly and satisfactorily adjust matters in 
some localities,—especially at the south part of the town. 

The Spring and Winter terms were kept at Number 2, 
and the fall term at Number 1. 

While the number of scholars is not too great 
families are not well accommodated with one school as 
the houses are now located; and until one of these 


a few 


houses is placed at a more central point, it may, and 
_ probably will be, necessary to have two schools—one in 
each of these houses, for a part of the school year at 
least. | 

It seems to be generally conceded, that a school- 
house located on the Derry road, at some point between 
the houses of Abijah Hill and Jackson E. Greeley, 
would accommodate the families in Numbers 9 and 10. 

The average attendance of this consolidated school 
was but ten the past year and two of these were residents 
of Litchfield. 

A petition has been presented to the -Board, and the 
matter of providing a school-house for the better accom- 


modation of that part of the town will come before the 
district at its annual meeting in March. We trust it may 
receive that candid consideration which its gravity de- 
mands, and that the town as a district will cheerfully and 
heartily ratify any remedial measures that may be con- 
sidered upon investigation the most wise and practicable. 


SCHOOL-HOUSE HYGIENE. 


Our best houses—with possibly one exception—have 
defects ; the most serious of which are, undoubtedly in 
ventilation and lighting : the former impairing the health 
of the scholar, and the later contributing largely to a 
defective eyesight in the form of myopia or nearsighted- 
ness. 

Authorities agree that the amount of fresh air required 
to keep the atmosphere of a school-room at a healthful 
standard should not be less than 1,800 to 2,500 cubic feet 
per hour for each pupil. ‘Taking the lowest estimate, we 
find in a school-room with a cubic capacity of 2,042 feet, 
seating 24 pupils, only about 85 cubic feet of space to 
each seat. 

With all the seats occupied, it follows that to give each 
pupil the aforesaid amount of air per hour it would be 
necessary to change the entire atmosphere of the school- 
room at least every three minutes. It is obvious that 
during the fall and winter terms such a change cannot 
be effected without some well working method of ventil- 
ation. With no means except the windows and doors, 
which in cold weather must be kept closed, the best pos- 
sible conditions for impairing the health of teacher and 
pupils are secured; and were it not for the /ew hours 
they are imprisoned, and these usually interrupted by 


a short recess, the results would be sufficiently disastrous 
to arouse the righteous indignation of the entire public. 
When teacher and pupils are compelledto breathe an at- 
mosphere four or five hours each day, polluted by the 
poisonous emanations from their own systems, need we 
wonder that they frequently break down in health, and 
that school life seems detrimental to their physical well- 
being? 

This, fellow citizens, is no fancy picture, but a solemn, 
sertous question, which no parent or friend of humanity 
can reasonably ignore. 

Shall we not exhibit our good sense and intelligence 
by making a small appropriation, sufficient to secure an 
improved mode of ventilation in at least one house the 
present year as an experiment? 


TEACHERS. 


Whenever the education of the masses is attempted, 
the problem chiefly discussed is how to secure competent 
teachers. Whilst ever recognizing the significance of 
the question, it must be allowed that the best teacher can- 
not overcome the effects of bad air in the school-room, 
unsightly premises, or obstinacy, apathy and selfishness 
in the community. 

Experience however indicates that all external condi- 
tions of efficiency are more easily secured when once 
their nature is understood, than well qualified teachers. 

A good school-house costs but little more than a poor 
one ; it needs only that the distinction be perceived ; but 
it does seem that in New Hampshire at least, the means 
of keeping the teaching force up to a desirable standard 


either falls far short of the requirements, or those we 
have are not properly utilized. | 

We trust that the advantages accruing from the ‘*Town 
System” will soon enable us to see our own sons and 
daughters suitably prepared to meet all our wants. At 
the present time it is by no means an easy task to secure 
the services of experienced, well-trained teachers, such 
as we would in all respects desire ;—for there is no sur- 
plus. Cities and the larger and more wealthy towns, by 
increased salaries and extra privileges, naturally attract 
to them numbers from which. a desirable selection can 
readily be made. Your Committee have spared no effort 
to obtain the best available talent; yet, the rusults have 
not in every instance been commensurate with their 
wishes or perhaps reasonable expectations. 

For the teacher to know his subjects well from an ex- 
amination point of view is one thing; to know them ina 
form suitable for presentation to his scholars is another ; 
while to be acquainted with the best methods of the 
knowledge he possesses-the principles which should gov- 
ern his teaching, the various devices he should make use 
of, and the share of the work he should exact from his 
pupils—still a third. The greater the amount of accu- 
rate information he has at his command, the more useful, 
easy and pleasant will the work become, both to himself 
and his pupils. With a reserve of capital, he will have 
no fear of bankruptcy, and will be able to cash readily © 
any draft which may be presented to him. On this ac- 
count the teacher should never give up his private read- 
ing and special study for each day’s work, which will 
not only give knowledge, but keep alive his sympathy 
with the pupils’ difficulties. Unless he is constantly ac- 


cumulating new information, his mind will not only be- 
come like a stagnant pool, but he will find that what 
he possesses is gradually evaporating. There is no 
state of equilibrium here ;—if there is no Progression 
there will be regression. 

We have been frequently asked, ‘‘Who are successful, 
practical teachers?” We answer negatively, certainly 
not those persons who think that teaching is a hap-haz- 
ard, luck-and-chance sort of business, needing only the 
desire to do well. As an army cannot be guided by 
generals who are ignorant of tactics, and who scorn to 
study the **Art of War”, so the minds of the young can- 
not be quickened by teachers who care nothing about 
methods of education. Good practice in education as 
well as in games is simply an example of the theory 
which is the rule. The successful practical teacher, 
therefore, is the teacher who knows that there are laws 
and principles which hold in the art of teaching and 
which he must obey and follow in order to do his work 
well. A faithful teacher will seek constant improvement 
in the mastery of these laws as well as in their applica- 
tion. Therefore, no teacher should be without one or 
more educational works or journals, which are full of 
information on all points relating to the progress and 
conduct of schools. A real teacher must be a thinker— 
an orderly thinker—.; he will join his soul to his pupils 
and inspire in them some of his own enthusiasm. The 
growing pupil moreover is the one who ¢hzzks; not the 
one who simply remembers; and questions should 
always be directed with reference to helping the schol- 
ars to think. Seven teachers, each possessing some ex- 
perimental knowledge, were engaged for the year pro- 
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vided their services proved acceptable. For good and 
sufficient reasons, resignations were presented and ac- 
cepted from two at the close of the first term, and one— 
to the disappointment and regret of the Committee and 
school,—at the conclusion of the second. 

The vacancies were supplied by inexperienced though 
scholarly graduates of the Nashua High School. 

The teacher in No. 2, near the middle of the third 
term, felt obliged to close her labors in consequence of 
ill health and Mr. Brinton M. Webster was engaged to 
fill the vacancy. 


SCHOOL AND HOME DISCIPLINE. 


In a school in which instruction is made interesting, 
and moral training effective, direct discipline is reduced 
to a minimum; nevertheless even here there will be 
cases of disobedience to be dealt with, and refractory pu- 
pils to be subdued. 

The home however must be considered the garden of 
moral character. If the will and moral character are 
not nourished and strengthened here, they will fare but 
ill when transplanted into the more artificial surround- 
ings of school-life. The relations of home serve to 
bring out and exercise all the moral habits, not only the 
rougher virtues of obedience, veracity, the sense of right 
and justice, but the more delicate virtues of sympathy, 
kindliness and self-sacrifice. 

flere then the foundations of character have to be 
laid, tf they are to be laid at all. ‘The immediate ob- 
ject of school discipline is indeed not moral training, but 
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rather the carrying on of the special business of the 
school, namely: teaching. Incidentally, the manage- 
ment of aschool does necessarily subserve moral educa- 
tion, calling forth habits of obedience, orderliness, indus- 
try, deference, etc. ; andthe teacher is expected to make 
the best of his opportunities for training the will and form- 
ing the character of the pupils. The management of 
our schools the past year in respect to discipline, has’ 
been with few exceptions, perhaps reasonably satisfac- 
tory ; yet fathers, mothers and teachers will ever find 
here an open field in which they can laudably exercise 
their respective duties. 


READING AND SPELLING. 


We have endeavored to incite teachers and pupils to 
spend more time, be more critical and study and _ prac- 
tice the arts of Reading and Spelling with more care 
than has heretofore been done; for we think that good 
spellers and readers should be made inpreference to ev- 
ery thing else except character. Noticeable improve- 
ment has been made; yet the reading of too many of 
our best classes fall comparatively meaningless upon the 
ear of the listener. ‘Too much surface is generally as- 
signed to each recitation. Parents and pupils are in- 
clined to look at the amount read as the basis of im- 
provement. Each exercise should be short, thoroughly 
studied and read andre-read until due attention is given to 
intonation, articulation, pronunciation, accent, emphasis, 
inflection, pitch and the various modulations of voice re- 
quisite to express the true meaning. 
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Pupils have been permitted, encouraged and perhaps 
advised to take a higher grade in the series, simply be- 
cause they have read the book through and become fa- 
miliar with its contents. This criterion should be re- 
garded as detrimental and should be discontinued. Fa- 
miliarity with the lesson, the more the better, is what is 
first needed. Our reading books are literary, yet they 
are not intended to teach literature, but to teach the pu- 
pil how to readzt. It is not improbable that very many 
of the older pupils would do more efficient work ina 
lower grade of the series, yet the change might prove 
abortive of good results. Retrogression is as depressing 
to the ambitious pupil as to the soldier. We trust that 
a better system may prevail or be enforced if need bein 
the future. ! ? 

Patterson’s Speller was exchanged for the one in use, 
being easier and more practical Written and oral spell- 
ing has been practiced in all our schools with an appar- 
ently increased interest. 


WRITING. 


Our teachers have been ordinarily faithful and suc- 
cessful in teaching the art of writing; most of the 
specimens exhibited, attesting commendable fidelity and 
desire for improvement. Yet, it is truly amazing how 
little the average student is apt to ¢hzwk as he is prac- 
ticing copy after copy, unless he has a teacher who 
compels him to do this. The well knawn aphorism, 
that practice makes perfect, is to be taken with many 
grains of allowance. For, while the right kind of prac- 
tice may make perfect, the wrong kind never will, and 


13 


no practice can possibly approach perfection unless ac- 
companied by intelligent thought. 


‘*By thinking and writing, perfection we’ll gain ; 
Bad habits will leave us, and good ones remain.” 


The fact must be recognized by each pupil that the 
position of the hand and wen, in learning to write, is of 
such vital importance that any neglect to secure and 
maintain the standard position will be almost certain to 
result in failure ; and any attempt to evade this point by 
trying to do it some other way, because it appears less 
difficult, will simply defeat its accomplishment. The 
scholar who values success in this work, must be sure 
to begin right, and then be very careful to keep right 
in pen-holding. 


GRAMMAR AND COMPOSITION. 
: » 


The number of pupils in our schools, especially be- 
tween the ages of ten and fifteen, has been gradually 
decreasing for some years, and the grammar classes have 
been diminishing by a much larger ratio. During the 
Summer term, teachers and scholars seemed quite dis- 
heartened in the prosecution of their work. Your com- 
mittee decided that a change of text-book was demand- 
ed; and accordingly substituted Patterson’s for Green’s’ 
—the latter having been in use nearly a quarter of a 
century. The result has been more satisfactory than 
was at first anticipated. New classes have been formed 
and a good degree of interest generally prevails at the 
present time. It is very desirable that every person 
when they leave our schools should be able to speak 
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and write their own language with grammatical con- 
sistency. ‘To secure this result, a thorough acquaint- 
ance with the elements, forms, structures and laws of 
our mother tongue is indispensable; and a_ practical 
knowledge of these can be acquired only by patient, 
persistent exercise in the analysis and synthesis of words 
and sentences, or in other words by the study of Eng- 
lish Grammar. Every child should be encouraged to 
commence the studyfas early as practicable. Have not 
many parents in the past ignorantly or unconsciously 
influenced the minds of their children in a manner cal- 
culated to create distrust in its utility? Teachers must 
realize that neither erudition, perfectness nor exhaus- 
tive completeness of the text-book used, can compen- 
sate for the,lack of intelligent, patient, systematic drz// 
in the class-room. | 

Composition has been successfully practiced by mak- 
ing and copying sentences, observing the uses of Capi- 
tal letters and punctuation marks, reproducing stories 
told, writing letters and composing brief descrip- 
tions and simple narrations. Quite a number of the 
older_and morefadvanced pupils have presented several 
very creditable compositions or essays. We trust this 
useful exercise will continue to have its proper amount 
of attention. 


ARITHMETIC. 


In this department of study, the usual routine work, 
much of it thorough and effective has been performed ; 
yet, quite too large a proportion of our children seem to 
be groping their way in the dark, when there might and 
should be light. Notwithstanding we have a good text- 
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book, and teachers amply qualified to teach it, there 
seems to be quite too much indefiniteness or lack of pre- 
cision in a large portion of the classes. In the past our 
school privileges have been meagre, especially for the 
older children who cannot or do not attend school ex- 
cept in winter. Such forget much in the long interval, 
and their natural desire to make progress prevents a. 
proper review. But the principal reason and the one to 
which we most respectfully draw your attention is a cul- 
pable neglect of menta/ arithmetic and the consequent 
training and development of the reasoning powers which 
is sure to accrue from its faithful study. Persuasion 
and argument have proved insufficient to convince many 
of our older scholars of its excellence and practical use- 
fulness. Hence, your committee are of the opinion that 
the Revised and Enlarged Edition of ‘*Colburn’s First 
Lessons” be introduced the coming season and its study, 
as far as practicable, be made obligatory uponall. We 
quote the language of the eminent teacher and scholar 
Geo. B. Emerson. ‘‘This book (Colburn’s) ought not 
to be used with beginners only. Its effect upon those 
far advanced is even better and more striking. It might 
be continued with the greatest advantage till the end of 
every course of instruction, and if so continued would 
have the constant effect of sharpening the perception 
and varying the ability of analysis, of giving perfect 
readiness in the mental solution of all common problems 
and of fixing the habit of clearness, quickness and ac- 
curacy in the process of exact reasoning.” Arithmetic 
is pre-eminently a subject of practical value; that is, it 
is one to be constantly applied to the practical affairs of 
life. But this is true only in a limited sense. Very few 
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even need to apply to any of the purposes of business 
more than a small part of the principles and rules of 
calculation taught in the text-books. Every branch of 
business has its own requirements in this respect, and 
these are all confined within very narrow limits. The 
teaching of arithmetic must, therefore, to a great extent 
be considered as dzsczplinary,—as turning and develop- 
ing certain faculties of the mind, and thus enabling it to 
perform its functions with accuracy and dispatch. The 
following suggestions may be presented to teachers. 
Seek to cultivate in the pupil the habit of self reliance. 
Avoid doing for him anything which, either with or 
without assistance, he should be able to do for himself. 
Encourage and stimulate his exertions, but do not super- 
sede them. Never permit him to accept any statement 
as true which he does not understand. Encourage him 
to ask questions and to interpose objections. Thus he 
will acquire that most important of all mental habits, 
that of thinking for himself. Do not discourage, but 
still insist upon perfect accuracy from the first. Mental 
arithmetic should go hand in hand with the written. 
The pupil should be made to perceive that, except for 
the difficulty of retaining long, processes in the mind, 
all arithmetic ought to be oral, and that the slate is only 
to be called into requisition to aid the mind in retaining 
intermediate processes and results, 


GEOGRAPHY. 


Many of the classes in this branch are deserving of 
warm words of commendation. The study of geogra- 
phy is now, much more than at any former period, an 
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essential element in education. It is second in impor- 
tance only to reading, writing and rudimentary arith- 
metic. The newspaper is and must continue to be the 
chief source of that knowledge of current events which is 
indispensable to every intelligent citizen. Its telegrams 
and other items and articles necessarily assume that the 
reader possesses a knowledge of certain geographical 
facts. In the prosecution of this study it should be the 
aim to present and impress these facts, in a simple, yet 
practical, definite and coherent manner. A good globe 
in the hands of a practical teacher, is an invaluable ac- 
quisition to a school-room. The proceeds of an enter- 
tainment furnished by the teacher and scholars in No. 
six, were sufficient to purchase one of suitable dimen- 
sions, handsomely mounted ;—an act both liberal and 


honorable. 
Physiology has been taught in all our schools either 


by the text-book, readings and short lectures or com- 
ments by the teachers, sufficient perhaps to meet the 


demands of the law. 
A very small number have successfully pursued the 
study of algebra. 


History has not received the amount of attention com- 
mensurate with its importance, yet, itis what may, and 
should be systematically read and studied at home 


during school intervals. 
For the purpose of exciting a degree of emulation in 


our schools,—teachers included—a reward of ten dollars 
was offered at the commencement of the school year tg 
the school, which, from its respective standpoint, should 
disclose to the committee, during and at the close of the 
year, the most satisfactory evidence of attaining the 
nearest approach to an exemplary pattern of complete- 
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ness ;—discipline, studiousness, attendance, progress, 
thoroughness and method of teaching, being severally 
considered in the formation of conclusions ;—the amount 
to be expended in books or school furniture at the option 
of the committee. While we have reason to belive that 
a very large proportion of the pupils in ail our schools 
have striven commendably for the prize, it has been 
equally apparent that a very small number, from indis- 
cretions, habits of study and disorderly behavior, have 
very materially lessened the chances of obtaining it. 
This prize may be continued in the future, if upon re- 
flection it is considered judicious. At the writing of this 
report, the decision as to the successful school remains 
undetermined. As a whole, our schools have accom- 
plished more and much: better work than the average for 
many years. Whyshouldthey not? We have hadthree 
terms of ten weeks each ;—an increase of nearly 35 per 
cent. Wethink the pupils have given abundant evidence 
of an appreciation of these enlarged facilities, even if 
they are ignored by a portion of the public. 

Your committee have worked together in harmony, 
expended much time in the schools and in conferences 
out of them; counselled and advised whenever it seemed 
necessary ; cheered and stimulated teachers and pupils in 
their arduous labors to the best of their ability. 

We have reason to hope and expect that the year’s 
experience has not been wholly lost; that our short- 
eomings and failures may be corrected in the future, 
and our schools be raised to that standard of excellence 
which we all want and can have; provided we have the 
co-operation of parents, and that they be reasonably 
Sree from acerbity and hypercriticism. 
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MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE. 


Whole number of pupils registered, 188 
Average number of scholars for the year, 150 
Average daily attendance, 137 
Percentage of daily attendance, a i 


ROLL OF HONOR. 


Comprising the names of all scholars who have been 
present every half day that school has been in session, 
without being tardy, during the year,—for two terms, 
and for one term. 


THE THREE TERMS. 


Campbell, Waldo B. Emerson, Harry D. E. 


Gage, Edwin S. Groves, Katie L. 
Hill, Lida-M. Joy, Frank W. 
Kennedy, Lottie B. Melvin, Estella 
Putnam, Florence E. Smith; Gora: FB: 
Smith, Osmon W. Wheeler, Ina M. 


TWO TERMS. 


Andrews, Frank A. Buttrick, Sarah M. 
Buttrick, George H. Butler, Blanche M. 
Cummings, Bertha E. Cummings, Flossie 


Gilbert, Charlie 


Hambliett, Bertha M. 


Robinson, Hattie 
Smith, Perley B. 
Webster, Mary N. 


Annis, Cora E. 
Armstrong, Ola B. 


Campbell, Orman S. 


Connell, Frank A. 
Colburn, Edith F. 
Drew, Clara M. 
Dobson, Mary J. 
Gage, M. Ella 
Hall, Bennie 
Hill, Grace E. 
Kennedy, Lewis 
Lenahan, Johnnie 
Martin, Edna E. 
Martin, Lilla A. 


Marshall, Eugene J. 


Morrison, H. May 


Parker, Clarence C. 


Robinson, Leona 
Shaw, Hermon O. 
Smith, Arthur W. 
Steele, Fred G. 
Trow, Wallace . 
Wilson, Arthur R. 
Wilson, Frank A. 
Willoughby, Millie 


20 


Gage, Clara J. Mii 
Marshall, Henry N. 
Smith, Lena 
Wentworth, Kate S. 
Winn, Lillian S. 


TERM. 


Armstrong, Ada E. 
Burnett, Jessie L. 
Center, Eugene D. 
Conrey, Eugene I. 
Cole, Alice M. 
Davis, Henry C. 
Groves, Ida E. 

Hall, Nellie 
Haselton, William C. 
Higgins, Willie H. 
Lenahan, Rosa 
Longa, Fred W. 
Marshall, Bertha 
Marshall, Minnie 
Marshall, Ida 
Perry, Maud 
Robinson, Annie 
Smith, Annie J. 
Smith, Charlie 
Senter, Rutherene A. 


Thompson, Blanche M. 


Wentworth, James G. 
Winn, Susie M. 
Winn, Leon E. 
White, Willie E. 
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SCHOOL VISITS. 


Number of visits by members of the Board of Edu- 
cation to the different schools during the year, 155. 
Visits by parents and others, 493. 


TEACHERS. 


Nos. 1 and 2, Miss Nellie O. Moore, Windham. 
66 66 sé s6 Mr. Brinton M. Webster, Hudson. 
No. 3, Mr. William S. Harris, Windham. 

s¢ 4, Miss Lizzie J. Peaslee, Nashua. 

«¢ 9, Miss Julia A. Bixby, Lowell, Mass. 

«¢ «¢ Miss Elizabeth B. Dodge, Nashua. 

*¢ 6, Miss Annie E. DeWolfe, Nashua. 

‘¢ 7, Miss Ella A. Barker, Windham. 

és ¢¢ Miss Emma E. Fairbanks, Nashua. 

‘¢ 10, Miss Ida M. Richardson, Winchester, Mass. 

«¢ «¢ Miss Addie L. Wilson, Nashua. 


FINANCIAL. 


Amount of school money received from 
James B. Merrill, Town Treasurer, spe pHi me (lk 


Received of the town of Litchfield, 16 19 
All other receipts, ; 85 
Whole amount of school money received, $1,542 75 
Paid teachers salaries, $945 00 
<6 he board, 462 50 
‘¢ for fuel and all other items of | 
expense, 108 51 
Whole amount expended, L516 °OT 


Balance in hands of the treas. of the Board, $ 26 74 


22 


School No. 5 was prolonged two weeks after the 
close of the winter term, the expense of which is not 
paid at the time of writing of this report, and is not in- 
cluded in the foregoing figures. 

It was thought to be no more than just that the ex- 
pense should be paid from the school money—amount- 
ing to $65.40, remaining in the town treasury to the 
credit of that district, at the time the Town System was 
adopted last March. 

This school is being prolonged by private subscrip- 
tions from parents and others. 

- Respectfully submitted, 
KIMBALL WEBSTER, Roavaaae 


DAVID O. SMITH, 
DANIEL GAGE, 


Hudson, February 27, 1586. ; 
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